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Abstract
In this paper an attempt is made to understand what migration means; how the issue of migration is being viewed as threat in
the present societies; how the arrival of the nation state and the frenzy about nationalism have constricted people from
migrating to one place from another; how complete migration is almost over in the present world; how the societies are
inimical in accepting migrants, let alone refugees; and how the present world constricted freedom of moving, living, and
earning.
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Migration
The word migration brings to mind and memory so many visions, visuals and remembrances that one can hardly escape from
the thought of it ever. People throughout the known history of the human existence, are compelled to migrate: sometimes,
because of the threat to their existence, sometimes in search of economic opportunity and stability, at others, to receive
appropriate appreciation and acknowledgement of their talent, skill and achievement, and yet other times because of a desire
to have proper residence and environment.

The leaving of the place of birth and forefathers to permanently settle in another place can be called migration. Migration for
total settlement has been taking place since the known history of man’s mobility.

Any discussion on migration involves two important places without which the migration cannot take place: the place of
origin and the place of settlement. These can also be called the place of departure and the place of arrival.

David Eltis in his article ‘Introduction: Migration and Agency in the Global History’  traces the history of migration in the
words: ‘From the emigration of homo sapiens from Africa perhaps 100,000 years ago, to the Vikings visits to North America,
and Chinese and Arab contacts with the Indonesian archipelago, migration meant in essence the settlement of the globe.  In
the absence of continuing exchange between old and new communities, migration resulted in continual goodbyes. Ocean-
borne migration began about 1000 BC, and for a further two millennia after this, migrants very seldom returned to their areas
of origin. Migrations gave rise to new cultures and societies that remained largely unaware of their place in the increasingly
diverse kaleidoscope of humanity. People created identities without the “other,” a phenomenon almost impossible to imagine
in the modern world. [p. 1]

The Reasons for Migration
The history of migration at one hand is replete with the examples of survival, existence, safety, security, settlement,
prosperity, acquisition of wealth etc., and on the other, it is also full of instances of destruction, vulnerability, insecurity,
displacement, exploitation, discrimination, coercion, and persecution.

The terms related with migration are evacuation, flight, exodus, and relocation.  Though the term appears to have been
conditioned in negative context, it ought to be understood in relation to the reasons behind migration.

If the reason of migration is to gain economic prosperity, accessibility to good living in terms of residence and environment,
recognition of one’s talent and so on, then the purpose and act of migration becomes a positive act, however, it is a wholly
different story when the result does not meet the desire when one migrates for the aforementioned reasons.

When people are compelled to leave their place of residence or native country, for the sake of survival or existence (such as
drought, famine, epidemic, and any natural calamity, etc.) in terms of searching resources for food, such migration is
sometimes difficult to be labeled as negative. For time immemorial, most living species migrate in search of food, let alone
human beings. It may be called natural migration: it is a migration which humans share with other creatures.

The migration can take place due to host of reasons, such as religious deviations, political disagreements and deviations,
different ideologies from that of the mainstream, etc.  Any of these may subject people to persecution or may bring the
apprehension of persecution, which result in their migration.
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Religious leaders and guides have been migrating to different places for proselytising or for inculcating in people their
philosophy of life and living, or guiding them about what they think is right and wrong and so forth. However, to a great
extent religious migration has taken place to avoid persecution.

One of the greatest migrations which changed the course of history is the migration of Holy Prophet of Lord Almighty Allah
Mohammed Mustafa (SallallahuAlaihiWaAaihiWaSallam) from Makkah to Madinah. This migration is known as Hijrath,
which sets forth the Islamic Calendar.

Few Related Terms
Refuge is a term which can be used for people who arrived at a place to avoid threat to their lives because of natural
calamities, conflicts, battles and wars.

When people migrate in large number, it is often called exodus. Migration could also be seen as voluntary and involuntary.
The voluntary migration is that wherein an individual or group willingly migrates from one place to another. It is a migration
of volition. It is not a migration which is an outcome of coercion. The unwilling migration is the result of banishment,
excommunication, abandonment and so on. Sometimes people are displaced because of war and strife. Such migration can be
called displacement, which can also be called migration but it may be unwilling migration.

The fear of imprisonment or fear of enslavement, or fear of loss of freedom may also lead to migration.
Migration due to slavery was a phenomenon, which had been witnessed in almost all parts of the world. The history of
enslavement of Africans and their bundling out to the continents like North and South Americas had been reported and
recorded in both fictional and non-fictional literature in abundance. The settlement of indentured labor [after the so called
abolition of slavery] in British colonies in Africa, West Indies, and South East Asia is also an example of compelled and
involuntary migration.

Which Type of Mobility of the People could be labeled as Migration?
In fact, it is very difficult to describe and designate accurately any term to the way, the people around the world across time,
have left or have been compelled to leave their homelands to settle in different parts of the world. The term migration is a
very general and generalized term for all such leavings and settlements. The subtleties involved in the motive behind such
mobility (of leaving one’s place of origin and settling in some other place)are distinct for every group and individual.

At some point of time or other one either faces migration or thinks about migration. The change of environment, health, or
even some times the transfer from one place to another in one’s job may also involve or trigger migration.

Urban migration is also one of the most important issues of modern world which is caused by the craving for prosperity and
wealth and the opportunities that the urban life offers. The allurements and fast living conditions in city make urban life very
attractive. Hence, people migrate from rural places to urban places in search of the materialization of their dreams.

Today we see people migrate or compelled to migrate because of political and war situations. We can call these migrations as
political refuge. Such migration takes place because of the brutal interventions of some regimes (both so called democratic
and authoritarian) in some countries in the life and property of human beings in the name of safety and security. This has
been happening again for a long time, however, the modern world has been witnessing such interventions in great numbers
which lead to migration in great instances. The people who move out of their country for such reasons are often granted
political asylum by some countries. These people should be called political refugees, rather than migrants.

The accessibility to the information about an individual’s life and person in terms of his movements, and actions and the
development of the environment of paranoia and suspicion are the worst gifts of the present nation states to their citizens. The
right to strike and kill and remain unaccountable is the right to brutality and bestiality. Every nation today has acquired this
right. This right, it appears, has given most of the present governments, the authority to establish the right to suspect, and
treat the suspect as criminal to the state and nation. This has resulted in people leaving their countries of origin for they
cherish deviant ideologies to the mainstream ideology of the government in power.

Migration without Borders
According to Eltis, ‘After 1000AD, migration began to pull together once more the peoples of the Old and New Worlds, Asia
and Europe, Southern Asia and its archipelago. This was an era that saw the greatest, the most concentrated and the longest
mass migrations in the human experience up to that time. Much of it sea-borne and swift by comparison with what had gone
before. More important it necessarily constituted the first time in migration history that some continual contact with the point
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of departure became possible, either because of additional new arrivals from the area in which the original migrants have left
or through written communication.’ [Eltis, Introduction, p. 2]

‘Return became the possibility for many migrants for the first time. Even forced migration eventually resulted in the
possibility of return, such as in the nineteenth century cases of the thousands of Yoruba in Brazil who bought their freedom
and went back to the area where they have been enslaved, and descendent of slaves who founded Liberia and Sierra Leone.’
[Eltis, Introduction, p. 2]

In reality, if we think, we may not have to go far in the past to find out that the world was without borders at least for
civilians. Whoever wishes to migrate to any place, they could go there.  However, the conditions were different. That was
why the nations were inhabited by people from across the world and continents. People travelled in search of food,
prosperity, resources, religion and what not. After the world wars, one can distinctly notice that migration has become very
difficult. Not everybody can migrate. Those who are wanted in a particular country for their special talent or skill may be
invited. However, it is mostly, the work force, from the bottom level to highest level which is demanded in different parts of
the world. If any country is blessed with lots of natural resources (such as Middle Eastern countries where the discovery of
oil made them extremely rich) required work force, they invited workers in the fields of construction, engineering,
technology, medicine, education, business, etc.

Nevertheless, making permanent residency has been in the dwindling side, in the recent years. In the past the world was truly
without borders. Today though we talk about it but it is the most segregated world with almost all countries have borders
completely protected. One may think that the freedom is provided by the science and technology in the areas such as
communication and so on, yet the physical mobility is not there as it used to be.  This happened because of the arrival of the
concept of nation state, and the dominance of the feeling of nationalism among the peoples of the different nation states.

The Apprehensions of the Host Countries
Does the migration have any impact on the lives of the native people? Can there be anywhere else true native people living?
Are all people who live in different parts of the world not migrants? Can the settlers in any area be called native? How long
will it take to be called a particular people native? How long can anybody be labeled as settler? What is the concept of
duration or length of stay to be called a particular group of people native, settler or migrant? These are the important
questions that one needs to ask and discuss with those who oppose migration.

Eltis in his article ‘Coerced and Free Migration from the Old World to the New’ writes, ‘The migration of peoples normally
changed the immigrant than the emigrant society, and unless the number of migrants was large, the region of departure would
be unaffected.  The Vikings who went to Skraeland and the Maoris who went to what became New Zealand could have left
no qualitative impact on the lands they left behind. [Eltis, Coerced, p. 33]

Naturally, the apprehension today of host countries is inexplicable. On the one hand, those countries which are open to
embrace migrants do so as they realize that they have obligation to make the world a better place not only for themselves but
for all the others. On the other, the people who live in host countries as native people feel threatened that their wealth and
opportunities are being shared and grabbed by the migrants (immigrants). This becomes very apparent when the migrants
happen to prosper. Again, we have to make the distinction whether, the migration is for opportunity or it is a displacement
because of political and other reasons. We do not find very many countries that are open to embrace migration as permanent
settlement. The very few which are, have undoubtedly business, education and technology as their primary reasons in
accepting migrants.

Paul Collier says: ‘Host countries vary enormously in the overall rate of immigration they permit, from Japan which has
become one of the richest societies on earth while remaining completely closed to immigrants, to Dubai, which has also
become one of the richest societies on earth by means of immigration so rapid that its resident population is 95 percent non-
indigenous. They vary in how selective they are in the composition of migration, with Australia and Canada being much
more educationally demanding than America, which is in turn more demanding than Europe. (p. 12)

If we look around the world we find that most of the migration in the past had taken place because of colonization. Mostly,
this had worked in two ways: one, the people of the colonizing country settling in the colonized world (for example, the
people of the colonizing countries of Europe who spread all over the world, like north America, south America and Africa);
two, the people of the colonized countries migrating and settling in their respective colonizing countries (for example,
Indians who settled in England).
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However, the acceptance of migrants in the past in the colonizing countries must have been like receiving slaves. But in the
present world it is due to reasons discussed above as talent, skill, education workforce, business etc. It may also be attributed
to the consciousness about human rights.  Still in today’s world, migration is not received with broad-mindedness and open-
heartedness.  Colliers points out, ‘Moral positions on migration are confusingly bound up with those of poverty, nationalism
and racism. Current perceptions of the rights of migrants are shaped by guilty reactions to different past wrongs.’(p. 15)

Collier further says, ‘There is a clear moral obligation to help very poor people who live in other countries, and allowing
some of them to move to rich societies is one way of helping. Yet the obligation to help the poor cannot imply a generalized
obligation to permit free movement of people across borders. Indeed, the people who believe that poor people should be free
to move to rich countries would likely be the first to oppose the right of rich people to move to poor countries: that has
uncomfortable echoes of colonialism. Arguing that because people are poor they have a right of migration confuses two
issues that are better kept distinct: the obligation of the rich to help the poor and, rights of freedom of movement between
countries.’(pp. 15-16)

Nationalism, the Threat to Migration
Migration as such does not take place anywhere else, more so because of permeation of national feelings and requirements of
commitment to the nation, in terms of allegiance. Religion has slowly been replaced by nationalism in almost all countries,
where fight in the name of religion may get the label of communal, fundamentalist and so forth, hence if nationalism is used
and all the religious beliefs are woven as necessary material of nationalism, then it is easy to subjugate, oppress, and vilify
the opponents of one’s religious beliefs as anti-national, none can argue about it.
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